Mapinfo User Group Meeting – Seattle, WA  11/6/01

Topic: Using 2000 Census Data

I. What’s Available (www.census.gov)

a. Redistricting Files (race, total population)

b. Summary File 1 (SF1)—Detailed information on age, sex, households, tenure, families, housing units. No information on income or education (that will be coming in SF3).  These data available down to the census block group.

c. All data available by state.  For Washington state, the SF1 files are zipped files that are 100mb (1 gig unzipped).  The data is in flat ASCII format in 40 files—1 geographic header file and 39 data files.  All were done in Unix with ASCII linefeed, so need unzip program that can do this conversion—PKUnzip is one; WinZip cannot convert properly.  Also beware that if you plan to import this data into a database program like Access, you need to first prune out records you don’t need since Access can’t accommodate more than 1 million records.

d. Tiger Files.  2000 Tiger Line files are available, but these are ASCII data files only, and must be converted for use in mapping programs.  Schlosser Geographics is waiting on final 2000 Tiger file and will convert for use with Mapinfo—should be available for purchase in about 2 months.   Other inexpensive alternative is to buy TGR2MIF for $100-200, but you will need to process the output tables further because TGR2MIF output street files are not organized for street-level geocoding..

II. Issues with Data

a. New census tracts were established for the 2000 census, and many cannot be aggregated to compare to 1990 tracts due to totally different boundaries.

b. The census form allowed multiple answers for race.  As such, one person could have selected several races, so counts are not directly comparable to population totals or for comparison to 1990 data.  Also, as in the 1990 Census, Hispanic is considered an ethnicity, not a race.

c. One of the data tabulations in the 2000 census is by “zip code tabulation area”.  There is a zip code boundary info in the TIGER line files—it’s close to being enough for a zip code map, but not exact, and may not have newer zip codes or the point and other “strange” zip codes.  Zip code boundary files have typically been a commercial product only—GDT is one company that manufactures these.  GDT does not sell zip codes in MapInfo format, although SGSI does (MapInfo-label).  Cost is $250 per state; $995 for US.  Discounts are available if you sign up for three year subscriptions.
There is also a low-resolution zip code boundary, slightly out of date, that ships with MapInfo Pro.

d. There is also some “blurring” of data for confidentiality purposes, especially when looking at it on smaller geographic levels with few samples.

