Converting a table of text objects to a table of points.

It can be helpful to convert your text layers to point layer where the points are labeled with the text string.  This can be nice for layers such as street names or address numbers, where you want to keep the text in a particular place even when you need to change its font size up or down.

The thing to remember about this method is that what you will have are dynamic labels rather than text objects.  If you created a text object layer to get away from the peculiarities of dynamic labels, it may not be the right solution.

Here’s a procedure that worked for me.  I got most of it out of the MapInfo Knowledge Base.

Part 1 – Copy the text string to a text field.

Start by adding a new, empty text field.  Table > Maintenance > Table Structure > Add Field.  Make sure it’s a Character field, and make sure the Width is big enough for your biggest text object.

Next, update the new field with the text string.  Table > Update Column.  Under Value type 

ObjectInfo(obj,3)

Part 2 – Convert the text objects to points.

This operation is going to get rid of your text objects, so save the layer with another name first.  Open the Map Basic window.   Options > Show Map Basic Window.  In the Map Basic window type the following:

update <tablename> set obj = createpoint(centroidX(obj), centroidY(obj))

and press Enter.  This will convert the text objects to point objects located at the centroid of the (former) text objects.  The point objects will show as symbols, and will use whatever symbol type you have selected under Options > Symbol Type. 

I like this method better than Table > Create Points because you don’t have to create x and y coordinate fields first, and partly because I’ve never succeeded in getting that method to work right.

Part 3 – label the points with the text.

Label the points with the autolabel function in Layer Control.  The only thing to note here is that usually you will want to display the text but not the symbol itself.  In that case you can change the symbol type to None under Options > Symbol Style.  You might also want to do that with the Style Override rather than save them as invisible symbols.  Layer Control > Display > Style Override.  I have confused myself by opening the table with the Autolabel function turned off, and wondering where my street names were.
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